
8th Biennial Water Conservation Symposium 
 
8:30 – 9:30 AM – Registration (Coffee & Donuts) 
 
9:30 – 9:40 AM – Welcome 

- Mayor Cole Stanley, City of Amarillo 
 
9:40 – 10:10 AM – Reliable Rainwater Harvesting for Texas (and the High Plains!) 

- Dr. Robert Mace, Executive Director at Meadows Center for Water & the Environment & 
Professor at Texas State University 

 
10:10 – 11:10 AM – Rainwater Harvesting Panel 

- Moderated by Dr. Nathan Howell, West Texas A&M University, Chris Jackson with 
Samuel Jackson, LLC, Gary Childers, and Ed Van Patten 

 
11:10 – 11:30 AM – Break 
 
11:30 – 12:00 PM – Perceptions about Water across the Ogallala Aquifer Region 

- Bridget Guerrero, Professor at West Texas A&M University and Samuel Baumer 
Graduate Research Assistant with Kansas State University 

 
12:00 – 1:00 PM – Catered Lunch 
 
12:30 – 1:00 PM – Overview of the 89th Legislative Session and Interim Priorities 

- Representative Caroline Fairly, Texas State Representative, Representing House 
District 87 

 
1:00 – 1:30 PM – Region A 2026 Water Plan 

- Ben Weinheimer, President & CEO of Texas Cattle Feeders Association and Chairman of 
the Region A Water Planning Group  

 
1:30 – 2:00 PM – Texas Water Development Board Update 

- Brady Franks, TWDB Director and Bryan McMath, TWDB Executive Director 
 
2:00 – 2:30 PM – Funding Opportunities from the Texas Water Development Board 

- Scott Galaway, Financial Assistance Program Outreach with TWDB 
 
2:30 – 2:50 PM – Break 
 
2:50 – 3:10 PM – Anatomy of a Well 

- Joel Pigg, Extension Program Specialist, Texas Well Owner Network 
 
3:10 – 3:40 PM – Spring Restoration Program  

- Will Masters, Ogallala Commons 


