
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rainwater harvesting tanks for the 7th Street Garden of Hope 
 
Program Made with Project 
The purchase, installation and use of the new two rainwater harvesting tanks have been completed. 
We are currently collecting an extra 6,000 gallons of rainwater runoff from our building and is being 
used to water forty-six raised garden beds and the ministry’s landscaping. To date, city water has not 
been used since mid-late May other than some seepage from a damaged pipe. The grant funds have 
been fully expended.  
 
Successes or Set backs 
 
We are very excited about the two additional water tanks that are collecting an extra 6,000 gallons of 
rainwater. The timing of these additions were great as we are having a wet summer and are able to 
continually use rainwater for the garden and our landscaping. Added with the other existing rain tanks, 
we now have a total of 13,250 gallons of rain water that can be collected and utilized in our garden.  
The purchase of the tanks have already allowed us to accomplish our objectives of increasing the 
amount of rainwater that can be captured with each rain event; to increase the quality of water to the 
garden; and to reduce the cost of providing water to the garden.   
 
We have had a few setbacks. The tanks were purchased in September 2018 but weather and volunteer 
schedules delayed installation which could not be completed until May 2019. The majority of the 
gardeners didn’t start planting until mid-late May so this wasn’t an issue other than statistics aren’t yet 
available. We also had the original underground pipes and pumping system damaged when a tree was 
uprooted during a storm. The damaged is causing a small amount of city water to be mixed in with 
the rain water that we’ve collected from our roofs. The volunteers who are assisting with this project 
felt it would be best to wait until the season is over before digging up the pipes for repairs. This will 
be in the fall, after gardening season is over.  
 
The project took longer to get fully functioning because all the work was completed by volunteers, 
and their schedules have been difficult to work around. An existing fence had to be removed and 
extended to allow the two new tanks to be hooked into the existing system. The fence was only 
replaced last week and the final invoice for work that had to be done was not yet been received.  
 
 
Conservation impacts to the District 
 
The 7th Street Garden of Hope has forty-six raised garden beds that has turned a dilapidated slab of 
concrete into a beautiful garden for the neighborhood, and a therapeutic sanctuary for our residents. 
Recently added landscaping surrounds our two buildings. There have been very few expenses 
associated with this garden due to donations of materials and plants. The main expense was initially 
the cost of watering the garden from spring to fall. With the addition of the tanks, we’ve saved money 



and have increased the conservation impact to our community by reducing the amount of city water 
used.  Our goal is to eliminate the use of city water for the garden and the landscaping around our 
buildings. The impact that these tanks provide will be long-lasting and will continuously allow us to 
meet our objectives of increasing the amount of rainwater we can catch, increasing the quality of water 
used for our fresh vegetables and plants, and reducing the cost associated with providing the 
community garden.  This impacts are important to our ministry and to the men and women who 
benefit from the garden.   Many of our gardeners are making a conscious effort to improve their health 
through eating vegetables that are free from chemicals and contaminants. The average age of our 2019 
nonresident garden participants is 67 years old, and the majority of these gardeners are dealing with a 
medical issue or have a family member who is struggling with their health. This garden is located in 
an area that is considered a food desert because the neighborhood lacks healthy food sources. The 
ability to access quality vegetables is available through this garden to those living in low-income 
housing and who otherwise would not have the opportunity.  
 
How the grant funding was spent 
See attachments 
 
The High Plains Water District provided a grant of $3955 for this project. We were able to find the 
tanks at a better price than originally anticipated which allowed us to purchase a pump which would 
replace the existing pump that was damaged during the storm that uprooted a nearby tree.  Expenses 
that not included in this budget is the cost to expand the fence around the new tanks.  

 
Budget for Rainwater Catchment Tanks 

    Quantity   Price   
Extended 
Price 

  RP -590278 Rotoplas water storage tank 2   1,179.99   2,359.98 
  Freight 1   1,068.00   1,068.00 
  Pump 1   569.95   569.95 
  Parts  Misc.        122.27 
  Site-work - invoice not received           
  Current total         $4,120.20 

 
Sharing Hope Ministry is appreciative to the High Plains Water District for providing the needed 
funds to improve our water-collection system and therefore reduce our expenses, increase the 
quality of water we can collect and increase the conservation impact to our district.  
 
Attachments included with this report are invoices and pictures of the completed project.  
 
        
 



 
Pictured are the two new tanks that have recently been installed.  
 

 
 
All raised garden beds are planted. Sixteen plots are being used to provide food to the Patsy’s Place 
Transitional Home participants. Twenty-three garden beds are used by neighbors, volunteers and 
staff. Seven plots have been used for landscaping.  
 
 



Invoices 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 


